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House of Representatives
The House met at 10 a.m. and was

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SHIMKUS).

f

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 17, 2002.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOHN
SHIMKUS to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f

PRAYER

The Reverend Norvel Goff, Sr., Pas-
tor, Baber African Methodist Episcopal
Church, Rochester, New York, offered
the following prayer:

O God, our Heavenly Father, Al-
mighty and Everlasting God, we come
this day to thank You for last night’s
rest and early rising this morning. We
come praying on behalf of and for the
Members of Congress as they seek to
know and to do Thy will for America
and in the works of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

O most gracious God, who knows the
secrets of our hearts and the thoughts
of our minds, we humbly beseech You
as we pray for peace throughout the
world.

We pray for our President of these
United States of America, and the lead-
ers around the world, that You will
guide and direct them, that You would
lead this world into a path of peace and
happiness, truth and justice.

Direct us, O Lord, in all of our en-
deavors, that in You we may glorify
Your most holy name. These and many
other blessings we ask in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the

gentlewoman from Minnesota (Ms.
MCCOLLUM) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. MCCOLLUM led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

WELCOMING REVEREND NORVEL
GOFF, SR., PASTOR, BABER AF-
RICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
CHURCH, ROCHESTER, NEW YORK
(Ms. SLAUGHTER asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker,
today we opened this legislative day

with a prayer from the Reverend
Norvel Goff, Sr. I would like to take a
moment to tell my colleagues and the
country about Reverend Goff and the
significant role he plays in my commu-
nity.

Reverend Goff has served as pastor of
Baber African Methodist Episcopal
Church in Rochester since 1991. He has
been an outstanding advocate in civil
rights, economic justice, and peace
issues in the Rochester community.

Reverend Goff is joined here today by
his wife, Anna Marie, and his son,
Norvel, Jr., who is a law student at
Howard University; and they have a
younger son, John, who is a student at
Morehouse College in Atlanta.

Reverend Goff is a teacher, a lec-
turer, a writer and an outstanding ora-
tor. He has served on numerous com-
munity boards and committees in
Rochester, including the Monroe Coun-
ty Public Defender’s Advisory Board,
the Community Energy Board, and
Fleet Bank’s Community Development
Corporation Board.

Reverend Goff currently serves as the
president and CEO of the Greater Roch-
ester NAACP and is chairman of the
Black Ministers Alliance in Rochester.
Under his leadership, the Black Min-
isters Alliance founded the Footprints
Program, which is a partnership with
local banks that has provided more
than $10 million in mortgages for first-
time homeowners. The Rochester chief
of police recently appointed Reverend
Goff as the chairman of the Faith Com-
munity Subcommittee Initiative
Against Illegal Drugs in Rochester.

Reverend Goff continuously displays
extraordinary commitment to the chil-
dren of the Baber African Methodist
Episcopal community and to all the
other children in Rochester. He serves
as a mentor and encourages academic
achievement among the area youth.
Reverend Goff recognizes the children
of his church who make the honor roll
at a church service and takes the time
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